
The Prairie



Tonight

Â Geology

Â Climate

Â Resulting plant community

Â General info about grasslands

Â A little history about the Europeans that settled 
here

Â Laramie County

ïPlants

ïImpacts on the landscape

ïMammals

Â Using native plants in the garden



What is the Prairie?

ïGrassland
ïTemperate climate
ïIntercontinental
ïRelatively flat
ïFertile

Â The word prairie is derived from the French word ñpratariaò, 
or meadow, which probably originated with the Latin word 
ñpratumò 

Â It was coined by the French explorers and trappers moving 
into western Canada and south into the US, during the late 
18th century, to describe the ñsea of grassò



Grasslands of the World

ÂCentral Africa ïsavanna (tree component)

ÂSouthern Africa ïveldt (tree component)

ÂEurasia ïsteppe (short bunch grasses with shrubs)

ÂAustralia ïlowlands (tree component)

ÂSouth America ïpampas (large grasses)

ÂSouth America ïllanos (tree component)


