
WYOMING STATE

MASTER GARDENER
NEWS

Volume 1, Issue 2 March 1, 2009

NAME THE NEWSLETTER CONTEST deadline is May 1.  With the 
poor weather during the February meeting, the agenda was reserved 
for other items.  Send in your wild and crazy entries to this newsletter at  
wymastergardernews@gmail.com.  We have some good ones but we 
would like more entries.  

STATE CALENDAR

The first WY State Calendar was e-
mailed out to everyone on the list on 
the 1st of February.  It is very enlight-
ening to see what other counties are 
doing.  Don’t forget to add your items 
by sending them to us at :

wymastergardenernews@gmail.com

The calendar alone will go out the 1st 
of every month, except those months 
when the newsletter is published 
(Dec, Mar, June, Sept).  Those 
months,  the calendar is part of the 
newsletter (see page 6-7).

If we had no winter, the spring 
would not be so pleasant. . .   
Anne Bradstreet

CORRECTION

Laramie County (Cheyenne) has 27 new trainees, not 21 as 
previously reported.  Sorry.  Everyone wishes they had 21  
newbies and 27 is just outstanding.  

STATE MG STEERING COMMITTEE 
MEET IN ROCK SPRINGS

The next State Master Gardener Steering Commit-
tee meeting will be at the Western Wyoming Community 
College, Room 1333, Rock Springs, WY.  The meeting will 
start at 10 AM.  We hope many of you can car-pool and at-
tend the meeting.  We thank Rock Springs for hosting this 
meeting.  Don’t forget that each MG county gets two voting 
members,  so please try and attend.  



-A woman brings some bugs in to the MG office for ID. They’re ID’d as bed bugs. The 
woman is furious. “I stayed in a very expensive resort in Arizona, and these horrible 
things must have gotten in my luggage!”

-A family drops off bugs to be ID’d, noting on the information sheet that their grand-
mother, who lives alone, is suffering from bites all over her body. The bugs are ID’d as 
bed bugs. Upon questioning, it is determined that the grandmother had relatives visit-
ing her a few months earlier…a probable source of the bugs.

-The dermatologist’s office sends a patient’s bug sample to the MG office for ID. “It 
kinda looks like a bed bug, but we want you to take a look.” It is ID’d as a bed bug in 
an immature stage.

The general public needs to re-examine it’s assumption that the more privileged folks in 
our society are immune from the issue of dealing with bed bugs. Bed bugs are so 
common now that anyone is susceptible to encountering the blood-sucking crit-
ters. The good news is that they don’t appear to transmit blood-borne diseases, but 
some bite victims can have highly irritating, allergic skin reactions from the bites.

The bad news is that they’re extremely difficult to exterminate. In visiting with my 
favorite professional exterminator, he tells me that he can spray insecticide in a 
home to control the bed bugs, but they probably will become problematic again in a 
few months. Because they can hide out in the tiniest of places, from behind the wall-
paper, to lurking in the slot of a screw on the back of a dresser, one can never be 
sure that sprayed insecticide will actually contact them.  The exterminator says that 
in his experience, a vigilant follow-up of simply vacuuming the area thoroughly will 
be just a successful as repeated spraying with insecticide. Obviously, one should be 
sure to destroy the vacuum bag when finished. 

Running infested fabrics thru a hot dryer cycle is reported to be fairly successful in kill-
ing the critters. A similar treatment would be to put everything in clear, plastic bags, 
and lay them out in the sun for a ‘solarization’ treatment. Freezing isn’t as effective 
because the bugs can endure cold temperatures for months.

One natural predator of the bed bug is Reduvius personatus (Assassin Bug). In the 
immature stage it will be found covered with debris that looks like it was dipped in a 
concrete mix. In this stage it is often called the “Masked Bandit.” See photos. Some 
spiders may also be good predators of bed bugs.

It’s a fact of life…our MG offices will continue to see bedbugs brought in for ID. Deal-
ing with bedbugs in our MG office on a regular basis has certainly influenced me to 
carefully examine mattresses in motels before I can relax with any confidence!

Check out this CES site for excellent information on bed bugs:  http://www.ca.uky.edu/
entomology/entfacts/ef636.asp

What’s Buggin’ You?  

By Judy Logue

Bed bug  1/8 to 1/4 inch

Reduvius personatus

Mature Assassin Bug  3/4 “

Immature Assassin Bug 1/2 “ 

             Masked Bandit
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How is it that what used to be weeds is now high-priced salad?  



PARK COUNTY 

INTERVIEWS MGs

Master Gardeners are being in-
terviewed as part of the monthly 
Park Co Newsletter.  What a 
great idea for everyone to get to 
know each other.  A copy of the 
interview questions are on page 
8.  Campbell  County has already 
picked up on that idea and has 
their first “interview” in their 
newsletter already.  Imitation is 
the most sincere form of flattery.  

GREEN PRINTS, THE WEEDER’S DIGEST

Enjoy reading fun articles about gardening, not necessarily 
about the process of gardening; but about the emotional, 
funny, and poetical  sides of gardening?  This is a wonderful 
magazine that comes out quarterly and is a great read for 
short articles and stories and poems about gardening and 
has wonderful artwork.  I use it for a soul refresher during the 
winter months when I can’t be outside in the garden.  It was 
started by two ex-Mother Earth News editors.  Their web site 
says “What if we start a magazine that doesn’t tell how to gar-
den , but covers the personal, human side instead?” is how 
they got their start.  Check them out at www.greenprints.com.  
There is a “Hamlet” article of “To garden or not to garden” at 
www.greenprints.com/77story.html  Try it, I think you’ll like it.

Out of State Bulletins

Our surrounding states have some 
very good, and adaptable for our 
locations, bulletins.  I routinely use 
the Montana and Colorado web sites 
to search for information.  The Mon-
tana address is www.montana.edu/
publications and the Colorado is 
http://outreach.colostate.edu/pages/
csue.asp  which will put you at the 
extension page wi th Plant -
Talk,Colorado, 4-H, Master Garden-
e r s ,  a n d  A n s w e r L i n k .  
All are great sites, have fun and 
browse.  

SWEETWATER CO MGs & CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE ADVERTISE CLASSES

Sweetwater Co Master Gardener classes begin 
March 5th.  They have utilized the free advertising 
tools of both the Rock Springs and Green River 
Chambers of Commerce to announce Master Gar-
dener classes.  Calls are coming in  wanting more 
information and everyone is excited to see if partici-
pation will increase this year due to the joint efforts.

NEWS FROM FREMONT COUNTY

We are holding our Master Gardener trainee 
graduation on January 20th. We will be 
graduating three Master Gardeners from the 
2008 program. They are Margy Lebeda, 
Brenda Smith, and Susan Whitman. We look 
forward to welcoming them into our 
group. At our graduation dinner, we will be 
electing new officers and gearing up for our 
new classes for the 2009 season. We will 
also be discussing our objectives for 
Farmer’s Market in 2009. Maria Sage who 
had taken on the task of coordinating the 
Farmer’s Market is stepping down this sea-
son and turning over the reins to Doug 
Newlin. Maria has done a magnificent job of 
spearheading this endeavor since its’ begin-
ning. Big shoes to fill, but Doug is just the 
person to take on the job. We’re looking for-
ward to an exciting 2009.

This is a test.  I repeat, this is only a test of our broadcast 
system.  If this had been a real emergency, you would 
have been instructed to go immediately to the Totally To-
matoes catalog and order 35 different packages of toma-
toes (all varieties you have not previously tried) and plant 
them as soon as possible.  This is only a test.  I repeat, 
this only a test.

CAMPBELL CO MGs & CITY OF 
GILLETTE TEAM UP

City of Gillette Water Conservation Team and Campbell 
Co., MGs will share expenses and expertise to bring 
speakers and events to the citizens of Gillette.  There will 
be a series of speakers and demonstrations to teach 
water-wise gardening and conservation.  The series is 
started by Scott Scoberboe, Plant Propagator for Ft 
Collins Wholesale Nursery and Dr. Panayoti Kelaidis, of 
Denver Botanical Gardens.  This series will be advertised 
by the City and will get the Master Gardener name be-
fore the public, in addition to fulfilling the eternal goal of 
public education in good horticultural practices.   It is 
hoped that this series will be an annual event in the 
spring.  See calendar on page 9 for dates & times.  
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Crocosmia page 4
Late last summer this plant arrived in Cheyenne at a big box store.  Soon after the plants arrived, hordes of hummingbirds invaded the gar-
den shop to visit the vivid red flowers.  I purchased several of the plants and planted them as a trial.  Here in Cheyenne it might be success-
ful, we are usually zone 5.  I may be premature in suggesting this plant but I couldn't resist and I thought it worthwhile to mention as a plant 
to trial.  This is a native of South Africa, and are a member of the Iris family.  Most of the crocosmia varities are zone 6 but 'lucifer' and 
“George Davidson' are zone 5.  

The day I brought them home and before I could even plant them the hummers were visiting.    I found several online garden outlets that 
carry this plant and are they are inexpensive, about $1 a corm for most outlets.

The plants grow two to four feet tall in a season.  The tube shaped flower colors include red, yellow, orange-yellow, and orange with 
splotches.  The blooms last from from July-October.

Crocosmia grow well in the flower garden and in containers on patios or decks.

Propagation:  While people talk about Crocosmia "bulbs", they are really grown from corms. The corms are best planted in the fall for 
blooms the following spring.  Crocosmia can also be started from seeds.  Plant seeds in seed trays, about 1/4" deep, in seed starting soil. 
Seedlings can be transplanted outdoors in late spring.   After three or four years, dig up and divide Crocosmia corms in the fall.  Replant the 
corms, giving  them more space to grow big and bright blooms next year.

How to Grow Crocosmia Plants:

Crocosmia plants are easy to grow.  They grow best in full sun.  Plant in in rich, loose garden soil.

If the soil is heavy or doesn't drain well, mix in a generous amount of organic material.  Plant corms four to five inches deep, and four inches 
apart. Water during planting, only if the soil is dry. Keep soil moist, not wet.  Add fertilizer only if the soil is poor..  Plants will grow two to 
four feet tall, and begin to produce flowers in the summer.

If growing Crocosmia in containers, select a large pot with drainage holes. Keep well watered.  Add fertilizer regularly for best growth.  Af-
ter the plants have died back in the fall, they can be cut and removed to the ground. In cold areas, add a generous amount of mulch to pro-
tect the corms from freezing. Or, dig them up and store them for replanting in the spring.

Insects and Disease:  You should experience few problems with your Crocosmia.  Use insecticide or fungicide only if a problem occurs.

Mike Whitmore, Master Gardener , Cheyenne, WY

Botanical Name : Crocosmia Lucifer

Type : Perennial Flower Bulb

Color : Fire engine red flowers

Height : 24-36" tall

Spread/Width : Plant 6 bulbs per square foot

Bloom Time : Mid to late summer

Sun/Shade : Full sun to partial shade

Soil Preferences : Will tolerate a wide range of soil conditions as 
long as they are fast draining.
Advantages : Deer resistant. Attracts hummingbirds and butterflies. 
Excellent cut flower.
Zones : Hardy in Zones 5-9. Tender bulb in others: 
when frost threatens, lift bulb for next spring.

Answers to Botany Quiz on page 2:  1.  dicot ; 2.  stigma; 3.  B; 4.  A;  5 phloem; 6.  node; 

7.  complete; 8.  leaf axil;  9.  cambium



The Wedding of the Flowers—continued from January. Page 5

Though the groom was giving up _________  _________, he brought to his bride 
___________ and ____________.  The rings were made of _____________ and 
the bride’s ___________ gown was trimmed with _______  ______  ______ (with 
___________ underneath).   Bridesmaids were ________   ________, including 
_____, _____, ______, and _______.   Their dresses were _______ and _____, 
and they received __________ and ___________.  The groomsmen were 
_________,  ____________, and ___________.  

Names to use to fill in the blanks are:  (Use each only once.  Not all below are 
used.)  Buttercups,   American Beauty,  Quaker Ladies,   Bachelor Buttons,  Jon-
quil,   Bleeding Heart,   Iris,   Chrysanthemum,   Dandelion,   Queen Anne’s Lace,   
Peppermint,   Lilacs,   Candy Tufts,  Foxgloves,   Dandelion,   Goldenrod,  Rose,  
Paperwhite,  Bird of Paradise, Cowslips,   Lily,    Pinks,   Daisy,    Cockcombs, 

Cultivate 

enthusiasm,

For it brings new 

Life into old tasks 

And humor and joy

Into dull situations.  

BOOK REVIEWS 

By Teresa Kellum, Uinta Co MG

I thought I would contribute a couple of book re-
views to the newsletter since I think both of these 
books have a lot of useful information in them.  I 
purchased these books at Lowe's Home Improve-
ment in Salt Lake City, Utah but have seen them in 
Home Depot and several local book stores.  They 
retail for just under $20 each. They may also be 
available at your local library.  (Another related 
book review by Teresa  is on page 11.)

Gardening in the Rocky Mountains by John Cretti

This book gives you a month-by-month breakdown of 
what you need to do with your garden and even your 
houseplants. It is broken down by month and consists 
of 11 chapters titled:  Annuals ,; Bulbs, Corms, Rhi-
zomes, & Tubers; Houseplants; Lawns; Grasses; Per-
ennials; Roses; Shrubs; Trees; Vegetables;  Vines, 
Ground Covers, Ornamentals; Water Garden

It consists of a very informative introduction and ends 

with some homemade remedies for common 
garden pests along with descriptions of plant 
damage causes. This books is a great fall 
back for those of us who need material avail-
able to give short educational talks to public 
groups and clubs as well as reminding us of 
some monthly gardening chores we would 
sometimes like to overlook. This makes a 
great quick reference book to guide your gar-
den chores schedule.



QUIZZ:  Page 6

Now is the time all good Master Gar-
deners are taking, or re-taking the bot-
any training.  Thus, a botany quiz:

1. A seedling that emerges with 2 
seed leaves is known as a:

2. The female part of the flowers is:

3. What would cause a biennial to go 
from seed germination to seed pro-
duction in just one growing sea-
son?:  A.  Excess fertilizer applied.

B.  Environmental extremes.  
C.  Damage to the growing 
point from insect activity.  

4. What is the difference between a 
hardy herbaceous perennial & a 
hardy woody plant shrub?

A.  Herbaceous plants die back 
each year; woody plants do not.

B.  Herbaceous plants grow 
faster in a single season than woody 
plants.

C.  Herbaceous plants will allow 
flower harvesting; woody plants do not.

5. What is the part of the vascular 
system that conducts sugars and 
other carbohydrates?

6. What is the area on a stem where 
buds are located?

7. What is a flower that has a stamen, 
pistil, petals and sepals called? 

8. The area where the leaf petiole 
meets the stem is known as what?

9. The part of the vascular system 
that separates the xylem and 
phloem is what?

See page 4 for answers.  

PLANT CLINICS EVERYWHERE?

The State Steering Committee grappled with the ides 
of how to service the counties without a MG program 
without costing too much money.  One idea was to 
have MGs from various counties staff a plant clinic in 
towns that show an interest.  For example, 2 MGs 
from each Casper, Gillette, Wheatland, Torrington, 
and Newcastle could all meet in Lusk and have a 
plant clinic one day.  Residents of the area could ask 
for yard calls (everything prearranged) and could 
bring in their weeds, pests and problems.  Now, how 
do we fund this?  UW keeps cutting the hort budget 
and their travel budget.  Jerry Simonsen, Hort Edu-
cator, Goshen County, will collect and present some 
ideas at the State meeting in May.  One idea is for 
each county to contribute a percentage (10% ?) of 
their own fundraisers to an account to fund these 
state trips.   The State Steering Committee would 
have to establish guidelines on costs.  Raina 
Spence, UW MG Coordinator would have to set up 
these clinics.  Put your thinking caps on and see 
what we can do to help out the counties that do not 
have a program but need clinics.  It will also get the 
MG name out to the public.  There are lots of things 
to discuss and cus with this idea.  Please be pre-
pared to brainstorm at the May meeting.  If you won’t 
be at the meeting, contact Jerry with any ideas you 
may have at jsimonse@uwyo.edu .   Together, we 
can solve this problem.  Be creative.   

TREE PRUNING CLINIC

The South Big Horn Basin Master Gardeners are spon-
soring a Tree Pruning Clinic in Worland, April 4th at 2:00 
p.m. There will be demonstrations on deciduous trees, 
evergreens and apple trees.  Contact Jim Gill, Extension 
Educator for Washakie County for more information.  
jrgill@uwyo.edu

Laramie County to Label Plants in Greenway

Laramie Co MGs will start a project to label the plants in City Green-
way.  There will be some sort of public identification system of these 
plants for demonstration to the public.  



Notes from the Desk of the State Master Gardener Coordinator Page 7

  
All across the state, Wyoming Master Gardener groups are gearing up to train the new recruits. I want to 
acknowledge the diligent efforts of the county educators who put in countless hours to make these trainings 
successful. Master Gardeners who are willing and able are encouraged to take part in the training of new 
volunteers. I am encouraged by the increased enrollment numbers this year.

I had the good fortune of attending the “International Master Gardener Coordinator’s Conference” in Wash-
ington D.C. last fall. During this conference, several topics were addressed that are pertinent to the sustain-
ability of Wyoming’s Master Gardner Program. All states are experiencing budget cuts, which both directly 
and indirectly influence university service programs, such as the Master Gardeners. 

The importance of public service within the Master Gardener Program cannot be overemphasized. 
Building visibility within your local community through service projects is an excellent way to recruit 
new volunteers and inform citizens of the services that Master Gardeners provide. Furthermore, counties 
are encouraged to contact local newspapers to publicize their projects. Several counties in Wyoming 
have developed successful programs collaborating with local schools and 4-H groups. Working with 
youth allows volunteers to serve to the community in a fun and effective way. 

Note: Please remember, those working with youth must have their background checks completed. 
When interacting with children, at least two adults must be present at all times. 

In order for Wyoming’s Master Gardener program to grow and thrive, we must continue to show pro-
ductivity and progress. Furthermore, transparency in operating procedures is essential at all levels of the 
organization. Accounting statements should be submitted to educators monthly, and full transparency in 
funding is essential in order to maintain a functioning Master Gardener group. Each Wyoming Master 
Gardener group should use their resources wisely to fund viable projects. In times such as these, large 
caches of “rainy day” funds will not prove helpful to the program in the long run. Administrators and 
lawmakers are trimming budgets as I type these words, and those appearing less productive will be the 
first to be subject to cuts. 

Furthermore, each volunteer should do their best to cooperate amongst themselves and with their county 
educator. Each Wyoming Master Gardener group is a part of the University of Wyoming’s Cooperative 
Extension Service. The Master Gardener Program cannot exist without the support and approval from 
the university and the support of your local educator. The policies and guidelines that the university puts 
into place are created to ensure equitable treatment and consistency for all members. Please continue to 
work together, be cooperative, and pull as a team. With each individual fostering a positive attitude, we 
will weather the current challenging economic hardship, and continue to provide the wonderful service 
what Wyoming has come to expect from Master Gardeners. As Benjamin Franklin once said “If we do 
not hang together, we will all hang separately.” 

Keep up the good work and I look forward to visiting each of your counties this spring. As always, those 
with any questions are free to contact me any time at rspence@uwyo.edu    

Raina Spence
State Master Gardener Coordinator 



Rocky Mountains Gardener’s Guide by John Cretti  (BOOK REVIEWS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6)

This book goes along hand in hand with the first book giving a fairly good example of different plant types that grow in the Rocky 
Mountains.  This book is printed with a color page(s) between chapters which allows you to quickly find the chapter you're looking 
for along with symbols on the bottom of each page to guide you to the type of plant you maybe looking to find(i.e. attracts butterflies 
or hummingbirds, fragrance, drought tolerant, fall foliage or evergreen, sun requirements, etc.).  Each plant description gives loads 
of information such as when, where, and how to plant, growing tips, care, companion planting and design as well as the authors 
personal favorite.  There are very good pictures of each species with mature size, bloom season and colors along with the hardi-
ness zone.  This book consists of 186 individual plant selections with a very easy to use format.

John Cretti spent over 2 decades hosting a talk radio program on gardening in the Rocky Mountains as well as writing for maga-
zines and newspapers.  Acknowledgements include our own Karen Panter.  Mr. Cretti is a long time host of "Winter Gardener" on
HGTV as well as "John & Jeri's Garden Talk" on KHOW-AM 630 and "Gardening with an ALTITUDE" on KOA-AM 850.  John re-
sides with his family in Bennett, Colorado where they stay very busy enjoying Life in the Rockies.

GETTING TO KNOW YOU!

A Master Gardener Profile

This month’s profile is on:

General Information:  

How long have you lived in _______l County and what do you 
enjoy about living in this part of Wyoming?

What aspect of your job gives you the most satisfaction?

What do you do to relax?

Gardening Interview:

When did you start gardening and who inspired you?

What is your gardening motto?

How long have you been a Master Gardener?

What is the best and worst gardening advice you have ever 
received?H

What is your least favorite plant(s) and why?

What gardening publications(s) or garden resources(s) do you 
find most beneficial?

What is the one gardening tool you couldn’t live without?

Who approached you about becoming a Master Gardener and 
who specifically interested or intrigued you about the concept of 
Master Gardening?

What is the oldest and coolest implement in your gardening 
“tool box”?

What was your greatest gardening extravagance and how did 
you justify it?  

What is your funniest or fondest gardening memory and the 
biggest gardening “blooper” you have ever made?  

LARAMIE CO HAVE ADOBE CONFER-
ENCE WITH DENVER BOT GARDENS

On March 21 there will be a computer conference using Adobe 
Connect.  This conference will be a class with Ian Young from 
Aberdeen, Scotland, on Rock Garden Designs.  This is the first 
Adobe Connect conference that have used and it was insti-
gated by Denver Botanical Gardens.   The MGs in Cheyenne 
are very excited to be participating in several “firsts.”   Bill Tay-
lor, Weston County Educator, is an Adobe host and will be 
able to give you some information about this process if you are 
interested in doing one of your own.  Campbell Co used this 
process last week with Karen Panter giving a class on Annual 
and Perennials.  It worked quite well.  Check out this new 
method of communicating on some of your programs.  The 
State MG Steering Committee is going to attempt to use this 
process for the February meeting every year.  Check it out!

GROW AN EXTRA ROW

Park County MGs are starting a “Grow an Extra Row” 
project as a means of reaching out to people in need in 
the community.  They will grow an extra row of vegetables 
to donate or sell for the less fortunate in the area.  Keep 
an eye out for a fall report on this project.

4,748 HOURS

Horticulture Program Associate Donna Cuin reported that 
Natrona County Master Gardeners volunteered 4748 
hours last year.  Had the county paid for these hours, it 
would have cost them $91,618.96.         WAY TO GO          
NATRONA COUNTY!

LAS VEGAS CONVENTION

Several Wyoming MGs will be attending the International 
Conference in Las Vegas later this month.  We look for-
ward to a report from them in our next newsletter.  

                          Page 8



Wyoming State-wide Master Gardener

CALENDAR Issued March 1, 2009

MARCH

7 Scott Sckogerboe Sat Gillette, On Cheyenne Research Station 
Plants

13  South Dakota Spring Grape Pruning Clinic Fri Deadwood, SD Cost ? 
Contact pres@wyogrape.com for more info

17 Panayoti Kelaidis, Denver Bot Gardens Tues 3pm & 7pm  “Durable Plants for the 
Wyoming Garden”  in conjunction with 

City of Gillette At City West Build-
ing, 611 Exchange Avenue GILLETTE

17 MG Training – Albany Co varied Laramie Cost $$

21 Annual Natrona Co Spring Conference Sat Casper,  Marcia Tatroe & Harlan Hamernik 
will be speaking Cost $

22-26 Intl MG Conference Sun/Thur LAS VEGAS, NEVADA Cost $$$

www.unce.unr.edu/imgc

6,7,13-15 If you garden by moon signs, the best day to plant  flowers are 6,7,13-15.  

Saturdays     Nursery workshops – ck web site Sat Ft Collins, CO      Cost $10-15
www.fortcollinsnursery.com

Last part MG Training – Fremont Co varied Riverton Cost $$

APRIL

4 Tree Pruning Clinic Sat Worland  2pm

5 9 Beginning Gardening Cheyenne, at and in conjunction with Library Cost ?

15 Ed Program/meet: Belvoir Ranch Wed 6:30pm,Cheyenne, Gen. 
Pershings ranch that City just acquired

16 Container Gardening Thur In conjunction with Campbell Co 
Public Library And AVA Art Center, 

Gillette Cost ? 

17-18 Farmer’s Market Conference Fri/Sat Casper Cost ?

TBA MG Training – Uinta Co Evanston Cost $$

If you garden by moon signs, the best day to plant flowers are 2-4,10,11,30

MAY

16 Plant Sale Sat Cheyenne Annual Plant Sale

2010 WY State MG Conference April 30—May 2 (tentatively)  Cheyenne: Our NEXT State Conference Cost $$
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LARAMIE CO START BEGIN-
NING GARDEN SCHOOL

Laramie Co MGs will have a Beginning Gar-
dening School at the library.  Early subjects 
will be Bomb-proof plants for Cheyenne, 
Growing Vegetables in Containers,  and 
General Plant Care.  School starts April 9.

MAY PLANT SALES

Plant sales will be held in Park Co, 
Goshen County on May 16 and in 
Natrona County on May 23.  Contact 
the counties for more info.

Park Co work with 4-H to develop 
community youth garden. 

A site at the Park Co Fairgrounds will be 
used to develop a Youth Garden for the 
Community.  MGs are collaborating with 
Park County Extension 4-H Educator on the 
project.  

Natrona Co has Awards Banquet

The annual Natrona Co MG Awards Ban-
quet was held Jan 10th at Armor’s Restau-
rant with MGs and spouses attending.  
Sounds like they had a good time!

TREE SALES

Campbell, Natrona, and  Goshen Counties 
are all having tree sales.  Campbell & Na-
trona have seedling tree sales and Goshen 
pots up larger trees.  Good luck to all on your 
money making projects.  

SCHOLARSHIPS  OFFERED 
FOR MG CLASS

Campbell Co offered two scholarships 
to defray costs of taking the MG class 
this year.  This is a pilot project to see 
if costs are a preventative to taking 
the class.  There was only one schol-
arship accepted.  Time will tell results.

LARAMIE CO. INVITED TO DO DEMO GARDEN

Cheyenne Botanical Gardens invited MGs to make a demonstration garden 
at the Botanical Gardens to show the public what Plant Select plants do 
well in Cheyenne environment.  Good luck on the project.  

page
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Butterfly bill flies through Wyoming Legislature

The “butterfly bill” fluttered through the Wyoming House on Feb. 20, 

passing 51-9, and it now awaits the signature of Gov. Dave Freudenthal.

“It will be fun developing the marketing plan for the state of Wyoming 

promoting our newest symbol, Sheridan’s green hairstreak,” said one of the bills co-

sponsors, Rep. Rosie Berger, R-Big Horn. “Maybe even this spring I will identify the 

butterfly while taking a hike in the Big Horn Mountains, listening to meadowlarks, 

our state bird, and finding my first Indian paintbrush, our state flower,” Berger said.

Berger credits Big Horn Elementary School students Tanner Warder and 

Lydia Mayer and University of Wyoming Professor Scott Shaw for the success of 

Senate File 16. On two occasions, the trio testified before legislative committees.

MENTORING CONTRACT AVAILABLE There is a very 

formal mentoring contract available to all counties from their State MG 
Steering Committee representatives to use, re-write, clean up, pare down, 
whatever fits with their counties.  I think the mentorship idea has a lot of 
merit and will improve retention and just generally make things more fun 
for all involved.  Some of us veterans need to be prodded out of our ruts 
and comfort zones.  And we can all make our programs more trainee 
friendly.  Check it out.  
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Just Patches of Thoughts 
from Patsy
Once again, we are looking for entries to “Name the 
Newsletter” contest.  Our next State Steering Committee 
Meeting is May 8th and I hope we can make a decision 
then.  Hopefully the weather will cooperate and we will 
have all more time to talk about things without worrying 
about slick roads, etc.  

I listed the Montana and Colorado State University web 
sites in this month’s newsletter.  If anyone has favorite 
websites, e mail them to me and we can all share them.  
The links from CSU to some other places (like Ohio State 
U) are great but sometimes not applicable to our winds, 
altitude, high pH soils, lack of moisture and humidity, and 
temperature fluctuations.  I call these the “5 Evils of Wyo-
ming Gardening.”  Any one of the 5 can ruin a lot of good 
advice – and a lot of good plants!  But back to the web-
sites, those sites are great and a wonderful resource to 
use.  So send me your favorite sites and we can start a 
list.  

This newsletter was a lot easier to put together.  
For one thing, I was more familiar with the process. For 
another, things just went better.  I would tell you that I 
didn’t have any technological problems; but that might 
jinx it before it gets out, so I won’t tell you.  Suffice to say, 
this issue was easier!!!  I never got any complaints about 
the past issue being too hard to download so we are 
going with pictures, color, and clip art this time.  If you 
have any problems, let us know and maybe someone 
can figure them out for you.  We have a lot of very tal-
ented Master Gardeners.  I am always impressed with 
their variety of knowledge and expertise.  

I sure could use some help writing articles.  One 
Co just sends me info about their activities as they hap-
pen.  That way I can write them up and have them done.  
That does work, if you want to do that.  This newsletter is 
just a simple system to share our successes and failures 
with a variety of programs, ideas, and moneymakers that 
you all should take advantage of it.  You know the parts 
of your projects that make them unique better than I can 
write about them.  So write them up and get them to me. 
Share your knowledge.  

In closing, we are always looking for ways to 
improve the newsletter.  If you have any ideas, no matter 
how small, send them to me at wymastergarden-
ernews@gmail.com.  Talk to you next month.  

WYOMING STATE MASTER 
GARDENERS STEERING COMMITTEE

WYOMING MASTER GARDENER NEWS
PO Box 2306

Gillette, WY 82717

Phone: 3076828334
Fax: 307-682-8394

E-mail: 

Chief Financial Officer:  Uain Gut Nutten
Volunteer Coordinator:  Strong Armand, Blac Maile
Safety Coordinator:  Chase & Reckless, LLC
Taking applications for more positions.

E mail us at 
wymastergardener

news@gmail.com

Page 11


